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Maja E. Marcus, MA

| am a development economist with a focus on global health. Understanding how health interlinks
with socioeconomic gradients, policy, and health systems in low- and middle- income countries is
what drives my main research interest. | believe that health is a basic human right and that people
living in heavily resource-constrained environments face particular challenges in attaining this right.
Thus, my aim as a researcher is to improve our understanding of the development health nexus and
to identify policy strategies working towards universal health coverage. In this, my work primarily
concentrates on the topics of noncommunicable diseases and the epidemiological transition.

Current Positions & Collaborations

2017 — Present

2017 — Present

2020 — Present

2017 — Present

2017 — Present

PhD Candidate in Development Economics
“Noncommunicable Diseases in Low- and Middle-Income Countries”
Chair of Development Economics, University of Goettingen
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Sebastian Vollmer

Research collaborator

“Harvard Project on Access to Care for Cardiometabolic Diseases in Low-
and Middle-Income Countries (HPACC)”

With Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health, University of Goettingen,
and University of Heidelberg

Research collaborator

“Health and Aging in Africa: A Longitudinal Study of an INDEPTH
Community in South Africa (HAALSI)” - HIV & Treatment Focal Area

With Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health, University of
Witwatersrand in South Africa, and the INDEPTH Network

Research Fellow

Lecturer and teaching assistant; researcher; organizational work; coordinator of
DAAD EPOS scholarship

Chair of Development Economics & Center for Modern Indian Studies,

University of Goettingen

Equal Opportunities Officer
Center for Modern Indian Studies, University of Goettingen

Education

2020 Research Stay at Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health
Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies

2014 —-2017 M.A. Development Economics
University of Goettingen, Germany

2011 -2014 B.Sc. Economics

University of Bonn, Germany
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Houehanou C, Malekpour MR, Martins JS, Moghaddam SS, Mohammadi E, Norov B, Quesnel-Crooks S, Wong-
McClure R, Davies JI, Hlatky MA, Atun R, Barnighausen TW, Jaacks LM, Manne-Goehler J, Vollmer S (2021): Unmet
Need for Hypercholesterolemia Care in 35 Low- and Middle-Income Countries: A Cross-sectional Study of
Nationally-representative Surveys. PLOS Medicine

*Marcus ME, Reuter A, Rogge L, Vollmer S (2021): Did you know? The effect of SMS reminders on health screening
uptake in Indonesia. CRC Discussion Paper (AEA Registry)

*Chavarria E, Diba F, Marcus ME, Marthoenis, Reuter A, Rogge L, Vollmer S (2021): Knowing versus Doing:
Protective Health Behavior against COVID-19 in Indonesia. Journal of Development Studies, 1-22
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million adults in 56 countries. Journal of the American Heart Association, 10: e021063

Flood D, Seiglie JA, Dunn M, Tschida S, Theilmann M, Marcus ME, Brian G, Norov B, Mayige MT, Gurung MS,
Aryal KK, Labadarios D, Dorobantu M, Silver BK, Bovet P, Jorgensen J, Guwatudde D, Houehanou C, Andall-
Brereton G, Quesnel-Crooks S, Sturua L, Farzadfar F, Moghaddam S, Atun R, Vollmer S, Barnighausen T, Davies JI,
Wexler DJ, Geldsetzer P, Rohloff P, Ramirez-Zea M, Heisler M, Manne-Goehler J (2021) The State of Diabetes
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Current Work & Working Papers

Noncommunicable Disease Perceptions in the Elderly of Aceh, Indonesia. Joint work with Farah
Diba and Dr. Marthoenis from Syiah Kuala University as well as Anna Reuter, Lisa Rogge, and Prof.

Dr. Sebastian Vollmer

Individual Heterogeneity in Body Mass Index as a Measure of Vulnerability: A Multilevel Approach.
Joint work with the HPACC team, Prof. Dr. Rockli Kim, Prof. Dr. Sankaran Venkata Subramanian, and

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Vollmer

Home HIV Testing for Older Adults and Their Family and Community Members: a Three-arm

Randomized Controlled Trial in Rural South Africa. Joint work with the HAALSI team

Teaching

Winter Term 18/19

Summer Term 18

Winter Term 17/18

Scholarships & Grants

Master’s Course “Poverty and Inequality”
with Prof. Dr. Sebastian Vollmer and Dr. Janina Steinert

Master’s Course “Essentials of Global Health”
with Prof. Dr. Sebastian Vollmer

Master’s Course “Quasi Experiments in Development Economics” with
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Vollmer and Cara Ebert

2019 — Present

2017

Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation’s doctoral scholarship grant
Funding amount: Approx. 60.000€ over 3 years

German Academic Exchange Service’s “Vortragsreise” grant
Funding amount: 1.175€

Invited Seminars & Conference Presentations

2021

2021

2021

34 German Society for Health Economics (DGGO) PhD Workshop
“Did you know? The effect of SMS reminders on health screening uptake in
Indonesia.”

13t Annual Conference, German Society for Health Economics (DGGO)
“Did you know? The effect of SMS reminders on health screening uptake in
Indonesia.”

14th RGS Doctoral Conference in Economics
“Did you know? The effect of SMS reminders on health screening uptake in
Indonesia.”


https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04131465
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04131465

Invited Seminars & Conference Presentations ctd.

2020

2020

2019

2018

2017

Friday Luncheon Seminar, Harvard Center for Population and

Development Studies
“Noncommunicable Diseases in LMICs: The Global State of Care and Insights
from a Screening Intervention in Indonesia“

Development Economics Seminar, University of Goettingen
“Perceptions and Knowledge on the Current Outbreak of COVID-19 in Aceh,
Indonesia - First Findings”

Guest Lecture, Syiah Kuala University, Indonesia
“Access to Care for Cardiometabolic Diseases”

PhD workshop “Health Economics and Development”, German Society

for Health Economics (DGGO)
“Health System Performance for Hyperlipidemia in Middle-Income Countries”

Project on Access to Care for Cardiometabolic Diseases in Low- and
Middle-Income Countries (HPACC) Launch, Harvard TH Chan School of
Public Health

“Health System Performance for Dyslipidemia in LMICs”



